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have found himself without an occupation. The
State has at least done more to protect the Quaker
meetings during the present war than it ever did to
protect the far more justifiable pro-Boer meetings.
I venture to suggest, however, that the Quakers
could never have won their way during a time of
crisis to the same extent that the Malthusians have
been able to win their way during a long period of
peace and prosperity.

3. The principal assertion by the State in our
time of its right to act as the final arbiter in reli-
gious questions has been its occasional prosecutions
for blasphemy. These prosecutions have been
capricious and have brought the State into con-
tempt. Of recent years they have not been insti-
tuted to prevent any breach of the peace, and if any
breach of the peace had occurred the police would
probably not have interfered very seriously with
the mob. Prosecutions have been mainly due to
a desire to conciliate important Nonconformist
supporters of the Government who desire to repress
any diffusion of heresy. They know quite well
that it is of no use to interfere with the discussion
of heresy among the well-to-do, especially having
regard to the theological opinions of most of the
Cabinet Ministers and to the interesting circum-
stance that Lord Morley for some time thought
it important to refuse to his Maker the trivial
homage of a big " G." The State has therefore
soothed Nonconformist prejudice by punishing poor
preachers who are unable to clothe their atheistic
opinions in polished language and so use just the
language that appealed to Wesley's converts. The